
H O U S T O N  A S S O C I A T I O N  O F  B L A C K  J O U R N A L I S T S



 2 2 N D  A N N I V E R S A R Y  A W A R D S  D I N N E R

AdversityAND RISING ABOVE 
DiversityREPORTING WITH 



HONOREES

Skipper Lee Frazier
HABJ Lifetime Achievement Award

From legendary disc jockey to radio 
station owner, Skipper Lee has been 
a Houston radio and entertainment 
institution for nearly 54 years. He 
will receive the HABJ Lifetime 
Achievement Award for his more 
than five decades of exemplifying 
excellence in journalistic standards. 
He continues to contribute to the 
profession at KWWJ Gospel 1360.

James T. Campbell
HABJ Spirit Award

James is a vice president at Fleishman-
Hilliard, Inc., and recently completed a 
20-year career at the Houston 
Chronicle as a reporter, editorial 
writer, and the readers’ representa-
tive. James will receive the HABJ 
Spirit Award. As a journalism pro-
fessional and community leader in 
Houston, Campbell embodies the 
spirit and mission of HABJ.

Paula Madison 
HABJ Pinnacle Award

Executive vice president of diversity 
for NBC Universal, Paula is the 
first senior executive in the compa-
ny’s history to hold a position solely 
devoted to diversity. Madison will 
receive the coveted HABJ Pinnacle 
Award. Over the past 30 years, she 
has risen through the ranks of the 
industry as a reporter, a news direc-
tor and a general manager.



FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 15, 2008

6:30 PM – RECEPTION  |  7:30 PM – DINNER

HILTON AMERICAS-HOUSTON

1600 LAMAR  |  HOUSTON, TEXAS 77010

Jerome Gray
KPRC Local 2 News  

Argentina M. James
Port of Houston Authority

Melanie Lawson 
 KTRK-TV ABC 13

Dinner Chairs

AdversityAND RISING ABOVE 
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  Tina and Mathew Knowles            Yolanda Adams
Honorary Chairs

Reply Card Enclosed  •  Cocktail Attire



COMMITTEE

Dinner Host Committee

David Ellison
Houston Chronicle 

Houston Association of Black Journalists President

Butch Alsandor
Erin Anthony
Denise Bates

D’Artagnan Bebel
Mary Benton
Secdrick Brass

Shannon Buggs
Lorenza P. Butler

Len Cannon
Isiah Carey

Lenora Carter
Yvette Chargois
Ralph Cooper

Keith Davis
Kim Davis

Deborah Duncan
Kandi Eastman

Ada Edwards
Wendell Edwards

Dorris Ellis
Bernard Francis

Kim Gagne
Gina Gaston

Andrea Georgsson
Duarte Geraldino

Mia Gradney
Yolanda Green

Jose Griñan
Marian Harper
Michael Harris

Edwin Henry
Winell Herron

Bridgett Holden-Joe
Eric James

La Chanda Jenkins
Glenn Jones
Damali Keith

Rhonda Lamon
Dale Lockett
Jerry Lyles

Roy Malonson
Khambrel Marshall

Pete McConnell
Rachel McNeill
Sharron Melton

Sonny Messiah-Jiles
Elaine Mosley
Jim Newkirk

Gene Norman
Keith Norton

Francis Page, Jr.
Reginald Rhodes
Rochelle Rucker

Rucks Russell
Serbino Sandifer-Walker

Joy Sewing
Jerome Solomon

Melinda Spaulding
George Thomas

Carlton Thompson

Victoria Thompson
David Tillman
Patrick Trahan
James W. Ward

Carmen Watkins
Laura Whitley

Lyndsay Levingston
Lisa Whitlock
Joe Williams

Kathy Williams
Sherry Williams

Carl Willis
Freddie Willis

Regina Hall Woolfolk
Tony Wyllie

Cindy George 
Houston Chronicle  

National Association of Black Journalists Regional Director



SPONSORS PLATINUM LEVEL — $10,000 
D-MARS.COM publications 
Port of Houston Authority

As of print deadline.

GOLD LEVEL — $7,500 
Continental Airlines

COPPER LEVEL — $1,500
Augusta Group 

CenterPoint Energy 
ChaseSource 

Lora and Dr. John Clemmons, Jr. 
Houston Pilots Association 

KTSU Radio  
Ramon Manning 

Miles Insurance Agency 
Outreach Strategists, LLC 

Rusty Hardin & Associates, P.C. 

Schlumberger 
the Clifford Group 

The Dow Chemical Company  
The Ensemble Theatre 

The New Release/Movie Cube 

SILVER LEVEL — $5,000

BP America 
Gilbreath Communications, Inc. 

H-E-B 

Houston Chronicle 
Houston Defender 

J. Simmons Group, Inc. 

KPRC Local 2 
KRIV Fox 26 

KTRK-TV ABC 13 

Elyse and Bob Lanier  
Memorial Hermann 
Shell Oil Company 

BRONZE LEVEL — $3,000
Yolanda Adams 

Andrews Kurth LLP 
Design Source 

Melanie Lawson and John Guess 
KHCW-TV CW39 

KHOU-TV 11 
Kroger Company 

 

Saundria and Jerome Gray 
Charitable Foundation   

Texas Southern University



OFFICERS

HABJ 2007–2009 Officers

Serbino Sandifer-Walker 
Immediate Past President 

Freddie Willis 
Vice President of Print

Mary Benton 
Vice President of Broadcast 

Victoria Thompson 
Secretary 

Rochelle Rucker 
Treasurer

Erica Perry 
Sergeant-at-Arms

Bridgett Holden-Joe 
Special Events Chair

Dionne Flynn 
Membership Chair

Robert Gilmore, Sr. 
Accountability Chair

Elaine Mosely 
Education Chair

Chaun Tatum-Williams 
Ways and Means Chair

David Ellison 
President



Houston Association of Black Journalists is a nonprofit organization of media 

professionals from the Houston area with members in every facet of print, 

broadcast and online media, education and corporate communications. HABJ 

provides quality programs and services in Houston and the surrounding area. 

The organization was founded in 1986 and is one of the largest organizations of 

journalists of color in Houston. HABJ is an affiliate of the National Association 

of Black Journalists.

Consistent with its purpose, HABJ provides professional development, honors 

excellence in journalism, cultivates young journalists and ensures accurate coverage  

of the minority community. HABJ also awards scholarships, provides future 

workforce development and summer training opportunities for college students 

majoring in communications. Additionally, HABJ presents community out-

reach programs, seminars and town hall forums free for community groups and 

communications professionals.

ABOUT HABJ
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NAME

CONTACT PERSON

ADDRESS

CITY STATE ZIP

PHONE FAX

E-MAIL

Checks should be made payable to HABJ. Tax I.D. No. is 76-0265342. Fair market value for each seat is $75.

  My check in the amount of $___________ made payable to HABJ is enclosed.

  My pledge for $___________ will follow. You can expect payment by February 9, 2008.

  I made my payment in the amount of $___________ by credit card online at www.habj.org.

  I cannot attend, but I would like to make a donation in the amount of $___________.

Mail check to HABJ C/O Rochelle Rucker, HABJ Treasurer, P.O. Box 565, Houston, TX 77001-0565 or 
fax your reply form to (713) 799-2145.

For more information contact Argentina M. James, HABJ Dinner Co-Chair
Telephone: 713-306-6822 or E-mail: saacjames@aol.com

As you would have it appear on promotional materials and in the event program

PRESENTING SPONSOR $25,000      PLATINUM LEVEL $10,000      GOLD LEVEL $7,500
SILVER LEVEL $5,000      BRONZE LEVEL $3,000      COPPER LEVEL $1,500      INDIVIDUAL TICKET $150



Presenting Sponsor  $25,000 
Includes one (1) table of ten (10), two (2) guests seated at 
the head table, two (2) scholarships in company’s name, 
company listed in evening program, company logo listed 
on Web site and on promotional materials for HABJ spon-
sored events during the year, a lunch with two (2) HABJ 
media representatives, two (2) guests at scholarship luncheon, 
twelve (12) HABJ memberships for public relations profes-
sionals, twelve (12) reserved spaces at all HABJ community 
forums and workshops.  

Platinum Level  $10,000
Includes one (1) table of ten (10), one (1) scholarship in 
company’s name, company listed in evening program and 
company logo listed on Web site and HABJ sponsored 
events for the year, and space for guests at scholarship lun-
cheon, ten (10) HABJ memberships for public relations pro-
fessionals, ten (10) reserved spaces at all HABJ community 
forums and workshops.

Gold Level  $7,500
Includes one (1) table of ten (10), one (1) scholarship in 
company’s name, company listed in evening program, 
company logo listed on Web site and on promotional materi-
als for HABJ sponsored events during the year, and two (2) 
guests at scholarship luncheon, seven (7) HABJ memberships 
for public relations professionals, seven (7) reserved spaces at 
all HABJ community forums and workshops.

Silver Level  $5,000 
Includes a table for ten (10), company listed in the eve-
ning program and one (1) year recognition on the HABJ 
Web site, five (5) HABJ memberships for public relations 
professionals, five (5) reserved spaces at all HABJ community 
forums and workshops.  

Bronze Level  $3,000 
Includes one (1) table for ten (10), company listed in the 
evening program and one (1) year recognition on the HABJ 
Web site, one (1) HABJ memberships for public relations 
professionals, two (2) reserved spaces at all HABJ community 
forums and workshops.  

Copper Level  $1,500
Includes one (1) table for ten (10), listing in the eve-
ning program and one (1) year recognition on the HABJ  
Web site.

SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES




